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ABSTRACT
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Purpose: Diabetes is associated with memory and learning disorder. The purpose of this
study is to determine the effect of acute oral administration of loganin on memory in
diabetic male rats. Methods: 42 male Wistar rats (250-300 g) were divided into six
groups: Control, Diabetic (1 week), Diabetic (12 weeks), Loganin, Diabetic (1 week) +
Loganin, Diabetic (12 weeks) + Loganin. Diabetes was induced by IP injection of
Streptozotocin (60 mg/kg). Loganin (40 mg/kg, po) was administrated 1 hour before
test. Then, spatial memory was compared between groups with Morris Water Maze
tests. Results: Administration of loganin during acquisition, significantly (p<0.05)
decreased both escape latency and traveled distance to find hidden platform in 1 and 12
weeks diabetic rats. In evaluation of recall phase of memory, loganin significantly
(p<0.05) increased time and distance spent in the target quadrant in 1 and 12 weeks
diabetic rats. Conclusion: Acute administration of loganin could improve spatial
memory in diabetic rats.
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Introduction
Diabetes mellitus is a very common metabolic disorder
characterized by hyperglycemia and insufficiency of
secretion or action of endogenous insulin.1 Diabetes
causes complications affecting the retina, kidney,
muscle and blood vessels, and the nervous system.2
Many studies show that changes in cerebral structure
and function in diabetes are related to hyperglycemiainduced end organ damage, macrovascular disease,
hypoglycemia, insulin resistance, and amyloid lesions.3
On the one hand, diabetes induces cytochrome c release
from mitochondria into cytoplasm that may play a role
in apoptosis of the CA1 pyramidal neurons.4 On the
other hand, diabetes causes a reduction in
neurogenesis.5
There are also electrophysiological and structural
abnormalities of the brain in diabetic patients providing
good reasons to believe that cognitive functions may be
impaired in diabetes mellitus.6 Moreover, oxidative
stress could contribute to learning and memory deficits
in diabetes.7
Loganin as an iridoid glycoside first was found in Flos
lonicerae, Fruit cornus, and Strychonos nux vomica.8 It
has been used as a traditional medicine in Japan and
China.9 According to one study, loganin has a plasma
glucose lowering action in normal rats and regulates
immune function and has anti-inflammatory,
neuroprotective and anti-shock effects.8,9

In an Alzheimer's model of study, Kwon and
colleagues proved that loganin could have anti-amnesic
and anti acetylcholinesterase activity in the
hippocampus and frontal cortex.10 Furthermore, our
recent studies showed that acute administration of
loganin improves memory in passive avoidance tests
and chronic application of it exhibits protective effect
on spatial learning and memory in diabetic rats.11,12
In this study, we evaluated the effect of acute oral
administration of loganin on learning and memory
deficits in one and 12 weeks diabetic rats in the Morris
water maze tasks.
Materials and Methods
Streptozotocin (STZ) was purchased from Tocris
Bioscience (Bristol, UK) and dissolved in normal saline
immediately before use. Loganin was purchased from
Extrasynthese (France) and dissolved in normal saline.
Animals
Male Wistar rats, weighing (250–300) g, were used in
the present experiment. All animals were maintained at
a constant temperature (20±1) and on a 12 h light: 12 h
dark cycle. They had free access to water and food ad
libitum. The Regional Ethics Committee of Tabriz
University of Medical Sciences approved all
experimental procedures.
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Experimental Design
Male Wistar rats (n = 42) were divided into six groups
(n = 7 each): control, diabetic (1 week), diabetic (12
week), loganin, diabetic (1 week) + loganin, diabetics
(12 week) + loganin. Experimental diabetes was
induced by a single dose of STZ (60 mg/kg,
intraperitoneal (ip)). Three days after STZ injection,
fasting blood glucose levels were determined. Animals
were considered diabetic if plasma glucose levels
exceeded 300 mg/dl.13 Loganin (40 mg/kg, po) was
administrated once after confirming diabetes. Animals
were tested for spatial memory 1 h after loganin
treatment.10
Morris Water Maze Test
The Morris water maze was black circular pool (136
cm in diameter and 100 cm in height). The pool was
filled to a depth of 60 cm with water (20±1 °C) and
divided into four quadrants of equal area (NE, SE, SW
and NW). A platform (10 cm in diameter) was centered
in one of the four quadrants of the pool and submerged
1 cm below the water surface so that it was invisible at
water level. The swimming was monitored by a video
camera, which was positioned directly above the center
of the pool. The pool was located in a test room, which
contained various prominent visual cues.14
One week after surgery, the rats were trained in the
water maze. The single training session consisted of
eight trials (in two blocks) with four different starting
positions that were equally distributed around the
perimeter of the maze. The task requires rats to swim to
the hidden platform guided by distal spatial cues. After
mounting the platform, the rats were allowed to remain
there for 20 s, and then were placed in a holding cage
for 30 s until the start of the next trial. Rats were given
a maximum of 60 s to find the platform and if it failed
to find the platform in 60 s, it was placed on the
platform and allowed to rest for 20 s. Latency to
platform and distance traveled were collected and
analyzed later. After completion of the training, the
animals were returned to their home cages until
retention testing 24 h later. The probe trial consisted of
60 s free swim period without a platform and the time
swum in the target quadrant was recorded.
In order to assess the possibility of drug interference
with animal sensory and motor coordination or the
animal motivation, the capability of rats to escape to a
visible platform was tested in this study. The trained
rats were given four trials for visuo-motor coordination
on the visible platform.15
Statistics
SPSS 13.0 software was used for statistical
comparisons of data, and data expressed as the means ±
SEM. For comparisons between Block 1 and Block 2 in
each group, a paired-sample T test was used. The
statistical analysis of the data between groups was
carried out by one-way ANOVA followed by Tukey
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test. In all comparisons, P<0.05 was the criterion for
statistical significance.
Results
In comparison of block 1 and block 2, diabetes
increased escape latency and traveled distance (Figures
1, 2) in 1 and 12 weeks diabetic rats during acquisition
phase. Loganin (40 mg/kg) significantly decreased
latency time (P<0.05) and traveled distance (P<0.05) in
1 and 12 weeks diabetic rats.

Figure 1. Effect of loganin on the traveled distance to find
hidden platform in two consecutive blocks (b1 and b2). In the
diabetic rats, loganin (40 mg/kg, po) were administered 60 min
before the tests. Data represent means ± S.E.M. (n=7).
*P<0.05, significantly different when compared with the b1
same group.

Figure 2. Effect of loganin on the escape latency to find hidden
platform in two consecutive blocks (b1 and b2). In the diabetic
rats, loganin (40 mg/kg, po) were administered 60 min before
the tests. Data represent means ± S.E.M. (n=7). *P<0.05,
significantly different when compared with the b1 same group.

Probe test data were compared between groups. Oneway ANOVA of the distance traveled in the target
quadrant revealed significant differences (P<0.05)
between groups. Loganin (40 mg/kg) increased the time
and distance in the target quadrant after the platform
was removed (Figures 3, 4). No treatments significantly
changed swimming speed in the target quadrant (Figure 5).
Loganin gavage 60 min before visual trial (visible
platform) also showed no difference in escape latency
and traveled distance to find the visible platform,
compared to the control group (data are not shown).
Copyright © 2013 by Tabriz University of Medical Sciences
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Figure 3. Effect of loganin on the traveled distance in trial
sessions of the Morris water maze test. Data represent
means± S.E.M. (n=7).
*P<0.05 significantly different when compared with the control
group.
#
P<0.05 significantly different when compared with the 1 week
diabetic group.
Ф
P<0.05 significantly different when compared with the 12
weeks diabetic group.

Figure 4. Effect of loganin on the escape latency in trial
sessions of the Morris water maze test. Data represent
means± S.E.M. (n=7).
*P<0.05 significantly different when compared with the control
group.
#
P<0.05 significantly different when compared with the 1 week
diabetic group.
Ф
P<0.05 significantly different when compared with the 12
weeks diabetic group.

Figure 5. Effect of loganin on the swimming speed in trial
sessions of the Morris water maze test. Data represent
means± S.E.M. (n=7). Loganin did not change the swimming
speed.
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Discussion
In the present study, loganin was used for the first time
in evaluating memory impairment of Streptozotocininduced diabetes. Our results showed that diabetic (1,
12 weeks) rats had an increased escape latency time
and traveled distance to find the hidden platform in a
MWM task. Loganin administration with a dose of 40
mg/kg/po improved the acquisition and retrieval in
diabetic rats. In addition, the results of the visible
platform test suggest that loganin does not have an
effect on mood or sensorimotor activity in rats; rather,
it appears to shorten escape latency by enhancing
memory due to the effect on brain areas involved in
memory consolidation, such as the hippocampus.
Diabetes mellitus is a chronic disease characterized by
widespread complications in CNS and PNS.16 Learning
and memory in animal model of diabetes are
impaired.17 Chronic hyperglycemia is associated with
oxidative stress-induced neuronal and Schwann cell
death and the reduction of neural size in the rat
brain.18,19 Also, learning deficits in diabetic rats have
been associated with changes in hippocampal synaptic
plasticity.20
As previously mentioned, loganin is an iridoid
glycoside that is found in many traditional Chinese,
Japan, and Korea herbs.10 Loganin, is an active
compound and was found to exhibit immune-regulating
and anti-inflammatory activity.21,22 It has hepatoprotective, renal protective and neuroprotective
effects.8,23,24
In addition Kwon and colleagues showed that loganin
may have anti-amnesic activity in alleviating certain
memory impairments observed in Alzheimer's
disease.10 Our recent study also showed that loganin
improves passive avoidance learning in diabetic male
rats.11
Although the exact mechanism of action of loganin on
diabetic deficit of learning and memory is not clear, it
may act by preventing oxidative stress, inhibiting
acetyl cholinesterase activity in the hippocampus and
inhibiting advanced glycation end product formation
and NF-κB induced inflammation in the hepatic
tissue.10,25,26 Some other possible mechanisms of
loganin action include inhibition of release of Cyt-c
from mitochondria into cytoplasm of hippocampal
pyramidal neurons and reduction of apoptosis levels
and induction of neurogenesis and angiogenesis in the
brain.4,8,27
Nevertheless, further studies are needed to increase the
understanding of the physiological mechanisms leading
to this memory enhancing effect of loganin.
Conclusion
In summary, our results suggested that loganin
alleviates diabetes-induced memory impairments.
Therefore, loganin could be used as an agent of
treatment for the learning and memory-deficit cause by
diabetes.

Advanced Pharmaceutical Bulletin, 2013, 3(1), 91-95 |

93

Babri et al.

Acknowledgements
This study was financially supported by the
Neuroscience Research Centre of Tabriz University of
Medical Sciences. The article is derived from the MSc
dissertation of Ms Saeedeh Hasani Azami entitled
‘‘Effect of loganin on spatial memory and passive
avoidance learning in diabetic male rats’’.
Conflict of Interest
There is no conflict of interest in this study.
References
1. Maritim AC, Sanders RA, Watkins JB. Diabetes,
Oxidative Stress, and Antioxidants: A Review. J
Biochem Mol Toxicol 2003; 17(1): 24-38.
2. Sima AA, Kamiya H, Li ZG. Insulin, C-peptide,
hyperglycemia, and central nervous system
complications in diabetes. Eur J Pharmacol 2004;
490(1-3): 187-97.
3. Kodl CT, Seaquist ER. Cognitive Dysfunction and
Diabetes Mellitus. Endocr Rev 2008; 29(4):494511.
4. Ye L, Wang F, Yang RH. Diabetes impairs learning
performance and affects the mitochondrial function of
hippocampal pyramidal neurons. Brain Res 2011;
1411:57-64.
5. Jackson-Guilford J, Leander JD, Nisenbaum LK. The
effect of streptozotocin-induced diabetes on cell
proliferation in the rat dentate gyrus. Neurosci Lett
2000; 293(2): 91-4.
6. Gispen WH, Biessels GJ. Cognition and synaptic
plasticity in diabetes mellitus. Trends Neurosci
2000; 23(11): 542-9.
7. Tuzcu M, Baydas G. Effect of melatonin and
vitamin E on diabetes-induced learning and
memory impairment in rats. Eur J Pharmacol
2006; 537(1-3):106-10.
8. Kwon SH, Kim JA, Hong SI, Jung YH, Kim HC,
Lee SY, et al. Loganin protects against hydrogen
peroxide-induced
apoptosis
by
inhibiting
phosphorylation of JNK, p38, and ERK 1/2 MAPKs
in SH-SY5Y cells. Neurochem Int 2011; 58(4):
533-41.
9. Yamabe N, Kang KS, Goto E, Tanaka T, Yokozawa
T. Beneficial effect of Corni Fructus, a constituent of
Hachimi-jio-gan, on advanced glycation end-productmediated renal injury in Streptozotocin-treated
diabetic rats. Biol Pharm Bull 2007; 30(3):520-6.
10. Kwon SH, Kim HC, Lee SY, Jang CG. Loganin
improves learning and memory impairments induced
by scopolamine in mice. Eur J Pharmacol 2009;
619(1-3): 44-9.
11. Mohaddes G, Hasani Azami S, Babri Sh, Nikkar E,
Ebrahimi H. The effect of loganin on passive
avoidance learning in diabetic male rats. Pharm Sci
2012; 17(4): 219-24.
12. Mohaddes G, Ebrahimi H, Nikkar E, Hasani Azami
S, Babri Sh. The effect of chronic oral
administration of loganin on spatial memory in
94 |

Advanced Pharmaceutical Bulletin, 2013, 3(1), 91-95

diabetic male rats. Pharmaceut Sci 2011; 17(3):
201-8.
13. Reisi P, Alaei H, Babri Sh, Sharifi MR, Mohaddes
G. Effect of treadmill running on spatial learning
and memory in streptozotocin-induced diabetic rats.
Neurosci Lett 2009; 455(2): 79-83.
14. Moosavi M, Naghdi N, Maghsoudi N, Zahedi Asl
S. The effect of intrahippocampal insulin
microinjection on spatial learning and memory.
Horm Behav 2006; 50(5): 748-52.
15. Mohaddes G, Rasi S, Naghdi N. Evaluation of the
effect of intrahippocampal injection of leptin on
spatial memory. Afr J Pharm Pharmacol 2009;
3(9): 443-8.
16. Grzeda E, Wisniewska RJ. Differentiations of the
effect of NMDA on the spatial learning of rats with 4
and 12 week diabetes mellitus. Acta Neurobiol Exp
(Wars) 2008; 68(3): 398-406.
17. Saberi M, Zarichi Baghlani K, Bahrami F, Zareie
Mahmoodabadi A. Effect of diazinone-induced
oxidative stressin neuroglial U373 MG cell line and
its interaction with pyridpxine. Kowsar Medical J
2009; 14(1):25-9.
18. Vincent AM, Brownlee M, Russell JW. Oxidative
stress and programmed cell death in diabetic
neuropathy. Ann N Y Acad Sci 2002; 959:368-83.
19. Malone JI, Hanna S, Saporta S, Mervis R, Park CR,
Chong L, et al. Hyperglycemia not hypoglycemia
alters neuronal dendrites and impairs spatial
memory. Pediatr Diabetes 2008; 9(6): 531-9.
20. Hasanein P, Shahidi S. Effects of combined treatment
with vitamins C and E on passive avoidance learning
and memory in diabetic rats. Neurobiol Learn Mem
2010; 93(4): 472-8.
21. Visen PKS, Saraswat B, Raj K, Bhaduri AP, Dubey
MP. Prevention of galactosamine-induced hepatic
damage by the natural product loganin from the
plant Strychnos nux-vomica: studies on isolated
hepatocytes and bile flow in rat. Phytother Res
1998; 12(6): 405-8.
22. Park CH, Tanaka T, Kim JH, Cho EJ, Park JC,
Shibahara N, et al. Hepato-protective effects of
loganin, iridoid glycoside from Corni Fructus,
against hyperglycemia-activated signaling pathway
in liver of type 2 diabetic db/db mice. Toxicology
2011; 290(1): 14-21.
23. Yokozawa T, Kang KS, Park CH, Noh JS, Yamabe
N, Shibahara N, et al. Bioactive constituents of
Corni Fructus: The therapeutic use of morroniside,
loganin, and 7-O-galloyl-D-sedoheptulose as
renoprotective agents in type 2 diabetes. Drug
Discov Ther 2010; 4(4):223-34.
24. Jiang WL, Zhang SP, Hou J, Zhu HB. Effect of
loganin on experimental diabetic nephropathy.
Phytomedicine 2012; 19(3-4): 217-22.
25. Xu H, Shen J, Liu H, Shi Y, Li L, Wei M.
Morroniside and loganin extracted from Cornus
officinalis have protective effects on rat mesangial
cell proliferation exposed to advanced glycation end
Copyright © 2013 by Tabriz University of Medical Sciences

Loganin Improves Diabetic Amnesia

products by preventing oxidative stress. Can J
Physiol Pharmacol 2006; 84(12):1267-73.
26. Yamabe N, Noh JS, Park Ch, Kang KS, Shibahara
N, Tanaka T, et al. Evaluation of loganin, iridoid
glycoside from Corni Fructus, on hepatic and renal
glucolipotoxicity and inﬂammation in type 2

Copyright © 2013 by Tabriz University of Medical Sciences

diabetic db/db mice. Eur J Pharmacol 2010; 648(13): 179-87.
27. Yao RQ, Zhang L, Wang W, Li L. Cornel iridoid
glycoside promotes neurogenesis and angiogenesis
and improves neurological function after focal
cerebral ischemia in rats. Brain Res Bull 2009;
79(1): 69-76.

Advanced Pharmaceutical Bulletin, 2013, 3(1), 91-95 |

95

